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public draft provides for the construction of the follow-
ing railway lines:   (1) Sivas through Kharput, Arghana,
Diarbekr and Bitlis to Van; (2) the environs of Kharput
to Yumurtalik, traversing the valley of Jihun; (3) start-
ing on line (1), passing through Mosul and Kirkuk to
Sulaimaniya; (4) Samsun through Amasia and Zile to
Sivas; (5) a branch leaving line (4) at Mussa Koi and
ending at Angora; (6) Chalti upon line (4) to Erzerum;
(7) a branch from the Chalti-Erzerum line to the Black
Sea; (8) Erzerum to Bayazid and the Persian frontier;
(9) Sivas to Kaisarieh; (10) Haji Chefatli, on the An-
gora-Mussa Koi railway, to Kaisarieh; (11) Kaisarieh
to Oulu Kichla; and (12) the environs of Haji Bairana
upon the Samsun-Sivas line through Chorum to the end
of the Angora-Mussa Koi line.
Regarding western Anatolia, British financiers may
have been promised control of the Anatolian Eailway
and the Mersina-Tarsus-Adana Company, in which event
that nationality has a dominant influence in Turkish rail-
ways. In the case of the Anatolian Eailway, the British,
somewhat prematurely, have extended the right of par-
ticipation to the Italians and the French; the former ac-
cepted promptly, while the French have protested_but
may accept. Dr. Franz G-uenther of Dresden, for twenty
years the able manager of the Anatolian Eailways, stated
at Lausanne on May 16, 1923, that there was a com-
munity of interest between the British group and the
Oriental Eailway Bank of Zurich; also that it was con-
templated to spend $25,000,000 for rebuilding a greater
grades in order to reach elevated plateaus and ridges sometimes five to
seven thousand feet above sea level. Although engineers state that careful
surveys disclose the practicability of 2%% to 3% compensated grades, the
adoption of narrow gauge (3' 6") is economically preferable to the present
standard Turkish gauge (4' 8^"}. The choice of narrow gauge should
mean a saving of approximately 25% in construction cost, lor many
projected lines the expenses of operation should not be prohibitive if we
may rely on the figures of the French railways and the Baghdad line,
which give the unusually low average operating expenses of less than 50%
of gross revenue.

